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"Consider," Mary Wollstonecraft demanded of the French statesman
Talleyrand in 1792 in the dedication to her Vmdication of the Rights of
Woman,

whether, when men contend for their freedom, and to be allowed to
judge for themselves respecting their own happiness, it be not
inconsistent and unjust to subjugate women, even though you
firmly believe that you are acting the manner best calculated to
promote their happiness? . . .

"In this style,"Wollstonecraft continues,

argue tyrants of every denomination, from the weak king to the
weak father of a family. . . Do you not act a similar part when you
force all women, by denying them civil and political rights, to
remain immured in their families groping in the dark? (87)

In April 1798, when her brother William was writing some of the best-
known of his Lyrical Ballads, Dorothy Wordsworth noted in her Alfoxden
Journal without comment, "Mary Wollstonecraft's life, etc., came" (13).
There is no indication that Dorothy's interest in William Godwin's memoir
of his wife, who had died in September 1797of complications of childbirth,
exceeded or even equalled that of her brother, who had condescendingly
noted in a letter written the previous month, "I wish to see it, though with
no tormenting curiosity" (212). Further, there is little in Dorothy
Wordsworth's writings to suggest that she was conscious of her own
subjugation either through government by monarchy or through patriarchy
in the home, or that she could see, as Wollstonecraft saw with such
passionate indignation, any connection between these two forms of tyranny.

Dorothy Wordsworth certainly experienced the effects of patriarchal
domination in many ways throughout her life. At the age of six, when her
mother died, her father separated her from her brothers, sending her.to live
with his dead wife's relations while he sent his sons to boarding school
(Letters 663). Travelling with William in Germany in 1798-99,she endured
chauvinistic slurs because the word "sister" was understood to mean
"mistress" (Gittings and Manton 90). For all the years she lived alone with
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