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With initial reluctance, Nathaniel Hawthorne spent the first eight
months of his fifteenth year in Mr. Archer's school on Marlboro Street in
Salem, Massachusetts. It was there that he was encouraged to use his
mind sub specie aeternitatis. Subsequently, Archer was apparently
instrumental in persuading Hawthorne and his family that the lad
should go to college.

Samuel Haraden Archer was born in Salem in 1798. He was a
descendant of a family as ancient in Salem as the Hathornes. The
original ancestor, Samuel Archer, was in Salem as early as 1630 when he
took the freeman's oath. Master Archer, as teachers were called in the
Salem of the early nineteenth century, was a graduate of the Dartmouth
class of 1818. Among his fellow graduates was Thomas P. Upham, later
to be Hawthorne's teacher in his senior year at Bowdoin. Archer came
back to Salem in the fall of 1818 and announced that his school would
open on the first Monday in February of 1819. In 1823 he married Zervia
Fidelia Worcester, daughter of Dr. Samuel Worcester, minister of the
Tabernacle Congregational Church. In 1825 Archer joined that church,
where Nathaniel's aunt Priscilla Dike was also a member; was elected a
Deacon in 1827; and became superintendent of the Sabbath School in
1828. He continued his own school until the spring of the panic year of
1837, when he and his brother, bookstore owner John Woodwell Archer,
moved West to look for better lives for their families. Illness, precipitated
by the strenuous journey and conditions in the West, forced his return in
1838 to Salem, where he died on the 28th of December at the age of 40.
According to his obituary notice in the Salem Observer, "a large number
of the personal friends and former pupils of Mr. Archer attended the
funeral service," among whom may well have been Nathaniel Hawthorne
himself'!

Unlike the usual barebones announcement of death in the Salem
papers of the time, the Observer's notice, taken from the Essex Register,
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