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Feminist critics have begun to revise the image of George Eliot as wise
and tolerant sage by looking at patterns of providential death in her fic-
tion, a pattern that arguably enacts the woman author's anger and vengeance
againstmenwhoembodypatriarchalpower.ITheir revisionsdescribecon-
tradictions between "feminine renunciation countenanced by the narrator
and female (even feminist) vengeance enacted by the author."2

The image of George Eliot as wise woman has also tended to obscure
the discontinuities in her own experience that she tapped in her novels. And
we need to remind ourselves--in her case particularly, where the mind is
so forceful--that writers create from sources other than their consciousness.
The discontinuities of Eliot's life are mirrored in textual discontinuities that
give rise to the novels' complexity and power.

The single vengeful events and individual deaths that have been noted
by other critics form only part of a general narrative pattern of values in
Eliot's novels that I shall explore here. One such value is that placed on
sexual fidelity and marital responsibilityas reflected in the punishments that
befall males who violate these principles. The pattern of seduction and
betrayal, followed by a punishment enacted in the plot, figures significant-
ly in Eliot's earliest fiction, Scenes of Clerical Life, and still predominates
in her final novel, Daniel Deronda. These patterns create an alternative text
to that provided by the narrator's compassionate voice and they generate
dynamic tensions in the novels.

George Eliot's unfaithful men, seducers who betray George Eliot's
women, consistently receive punishment within the plot, punishments that
include death, exile, ostracism, and subsequent sterility. Those who die for
their sins--Grandcourt, Tito Melema, Captain Wybrow--are in some ways
the least interesting, because their punishment is so blatant. We need only
glance at them to define the pattern before we turn to the subtler
punishments in store for other faithless men.

The pattern of punishment for male sexual infidelity is most obvious
in Daniel Deronda and Romola. Grandcourt betrays the claims of his
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