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The "phony" twentieth-century American dream that destroys Death
of a Saleman's WillyLoman, that of making a fast buck by sellingoneselfu
being "well-liked," in the play's famous phrase--is set off by contrast with
an older dream, that of carving wealth from the frontier. Willy's failure
has often been attributed to his being a displaced pioneer, vainly trying to
recapture a "lost past. '" But the pioneer success that Willy is denied is,
as he conceives it, just as phony as the dream of ultimate salesmanship;
brother Ben, conqueror of the jungle, and Dave Singleman, the eternal
salesman, are equally mythic figures. Because Willy can define his goals
only according to past and present cultural myths, he does not recognize
the true appeal the frontier way of life holds for him. Therefore, he misses
an actual opportunity to enjoy that life that even crowded, mid-century
Brooklyn can offer him.

It is clear from his speeches throughout the play that Willy views his
country through the filter of myth. He completely buys into the idea of
America as the land of opportunity and proceeds with the tacit assumption
that patriotism garners success as its due. He cannot fathom how Biff has
become "lost" in the "greatest country in the world." After returning from
his sales trips to New England--"the cradle of the Revolution"uhe assures
his boys that" America is full of beautiful towns and fine, upstanding peo-
ple" who know and do favors for him. He fantasizes about all the states
that will send representatives to his funeral.

But the unmythologized fact is that America no longer rewards nor
pays attention to men like Willy. His American cheese is whipped, and so
is he. No one from outside the Brooklyn neighborhood attends the funeral.
Biff has covered his share of states, from the Dakotas to Texas, only to
discover that he cannot raise his monetary worth above a dollar an hour
in any of them. The final irony comes when Willy is at his nadir, having
just been fired by Howard Wagner, and accidentallyswitcheson the record-
ing machine from which issues the voice of Howard's son with his rote
memorization of the names of the states and their capitals.

Willy's case is particularly hopeless because he not only counts on




