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In her novel Prodigal Summer, Barbara Kingsolver

continues to explore themes she has touched on in
many of her previous works: environmentalism,
feminism, and the spiritual connectedness of all living
things. In this novel, however, she brings all these
ideas together to create a sort of womanist utopia in
the wilds of the Southern Appalachians, where men
serve mainly as sperm donors, and women nurture
each other’s offspring like the noble packs of coyotes
she mythologizes. Before she became a novelist,
Kingsolver was a biologist, earning a Master’s degree
in biology and ecology at the University of Arizona,
and her biologist’s view of humans is central to her
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fictive vision. “We're animals,” she once said.

“We're born like every other mammal and we live our

whole lives around disguised animal thoughts”

(“Barbara Kingsolver Quotes”). As with the pack

predators like wolves and coyotes, social bonds are

crucial to survival, and the most important bonds

between her characters are those between mothers

and their offspring and those between females.
Kingsolver , to some extent, has explored this

territory before. In her first novel, The Bean Trees, two _,_:

women without men, Taylor and Lou Ann, form a

household in order to parent their children, Turtle

and Dwayne Ray. Taylor falls in love with Estevan, a |

sensitive Central American political refuge, but gives i

him up because she can’t bear to hurt his sad wife "

Esperanza, and Lou Ann hesitates to move in with

her boyfriend Cameron, telling Taylor, “I told

somebody that you and Turtle and Dwayne Ray were

my family”(309). In the sequel, Pigs in Heaven, Taylor

easily leaves her slacker guitarist boyfriend to run off

with Turtle when she thinks the child might be taken

from her, and rejoins her own mother, who has just

left her husband. True, Mama finds a new love, but

conveniently it's Turtle’s natural grandfather, which

allows the family to remain intact. In Animal Dreams,

Codi is reunited with her high school boyfriend Loyd,







