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Like so many contemporary Latin American
novels, Los perros del paraiso, published in 1983 by the
Argentinean Abel Posse, is a narrative of origins.
However, contrasted with more famous, earlier
novels such as Cien afios de soledad (1967) by Garcia
Marquez or Los pasos perdidos (1953) by Alejo
Carpentier, in Los perros del paraiso the reader is
engaged by a flagrantly ludic distortion of the events
surrounding the foundational fiction of Spanish
America. The novel begins by explaining that a
suffocating Europe of the fifteenth century is
“gasping for breath, long[ing] for its dead sun, its lost
pulse, the buried fiesta” (7). The erotic breath of life
that gives birth to the Renaissance comes from the
Americas where the Aztecs (described as religious






