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The Tyrant Motif and Nosferatu:1922, 1979, and 2000
Andrew Brooks

When F.W. Murnau released his film version of Bram

Stoker's novel Draculain 1922,he initiated one of the great
genres of film as well as a veritable stock character for the
film industry. The movie was such an achievement, in
fact, that in addition to the countless other "vampire
movies," ranging from BramStoker'sDraculaby Francis
FordCoppolato the 1970'sfarceLoveat First Bite,it
elicited a very direct copy of itself by Werner Herzog in
1979,and another movie, Shadowof theVampire(2000),
about the ma!<ingof the original film. These three films, in
handling the same basic idea in three very different
situations-in terms of time and location of production-
allow the viewer to compare them and to determine which
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