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My remarks here are in the nature of a modest footnote to the study
of science and German literature. My subject is the development and usage
of the twelve-tone row as it is portrayed in Thomas Mann's novel, Doctor
Faustus. My suggestion is that Mann employs the development of serial
music as analogy to, and criticism of, the history and character of roman-
tic science.

In accordance with his practice of "montage technique" in this work,
Mann appropriated the concept of the twelve-tone or row system from Ar-
nold Schoenberg. This appropriation precipitated a quarrel with the com-
poser which has perhaps obscured some of the purposes Mann intended.
The whole use of music in the novel is widely symbolic and connotes all
sorts of cultural and ideational figuration, including nationalist history, Ger-
man theology,and the progressof disease.I But I think it has not been
pointed out that this music is also closely connected with romantic science
and particularly with the disastrous travesty of that heritage which we
recognize as Nazi science.

Leverkuhn arrives at his conception of what he calls "strict style" on-
ly gradually. He first experiments, in one song of his Brentano cycle, with
a simpler five-note series. In Chapter XXII he describes it for his friend
and biographer, Serenus Zeitblom:

That song is entirely derived from a fundamental figure,
a series of interchangeable intervals, the five notes, B, E,
A, E, E-flat, and the horizontal melody and the vertical
melody are determined and controlled by it, in so far as
that is possible with a basic motif of so few notes. It is
like a word, a key word, stamped on everythingin the song,
which it would like to determine entirely. But it is too short
a word and in itself not flexibleenough One would have
to go on from here and make larger words out of twelve
letters, as it were, of the tempered semitone alphabet.
Words of twelve letters, certain combinations and inter-
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