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The iIrst half of this paper's title is taken, of course, from that highly
signiiIcant episode in Joyce's A Portrait of tbe Artist as a Young Man in
which Stephen Dedalus, the aspiring Irish writer, is confronted with the
more ancient linguistictradition of the English Jesuit priest. Stephen reflects:

The language in which we are speaking is his before it is
mine. How different are the words bome, Cbrist, ale,
master on his lips and on minel I cannot speak or write
these words without unrest of spirit. His language, so
familiar and so foreign, will always be for me an acquired
speech. I have not made or accepted its words. My voice
holds them at bay. My soul frets in the shadow of his
language. I

The occasion for this reflection is Stephen's use of the word tundIsb for
funnel, a usage with which the Englishman genuinely claims to be un-
familiar. Stephen had already passed the incident off lightly by alluding
half-mockingly to the prevalence of the word tundIsb in the Dublin borough
of Lower Drumcondra "where they speak the best English." In practice,
however, "the little word seemed to have turned a rapier point of his sen-
sitiveness against this courteous and vigilant foe. He felt with a smart of
dejection that the man to whom he was speaking was a countryman of Ben
Jonson."2 This whole scene effectively represents so many aspects of the
Irish use of the English language that explication of each of its "nuances"
is called for.

In what follows, the identiiIcation of Joyce with Stephen hardly needs
apology: though the incident itself probably never took place in its present
form, the concerns it expresses were shared by its author, perhaps even to
the extent of being among the fundamental preoccupations of his life. First
of all, then, it might appear from the passage quoted that Joyce's mother
tongue was Gaelic rather than English: "His [the English Jesuit's]
language...will alwaysbe for me an acquired speech." The truth is, however,
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