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There may not be any recorded evidence that D. H. Lawrence
read E. M. Forster’s 1908 novel, but the similarities between A
Room with a View and Lady Chatterley’s Lover suggest that
Lawrence must have been at least familiar with the works plot.
Although the two writers address sexuality differently, the awaken-
ing of Lucy Honeychurch is similar to that of Constance
Chatterley, and although Forster is not as explicit as his contempo-
rary, the theme of his novel relates closely to Lawrence’s theory of
“blood consciousness.”

Lawrence believed that the essence of each individual is located
in the blood. In an essay entitled “Two Principles”, he asserts that
in the blood “we have our strongest self-knowledge, our most
powerful conscience” (236). In “A Propos to Lady Chatterley’s
Lover,” Lawrence adds that “the blood is the substance of the
soul, and of the deepest consciousness. It is by blood that we are.
[. . .] In the blood, knowing and being, or feeling, are one and
undivided” (349). According to Lawrence, men and women are
charged with opposite nerve impulses which mystically attract and
repulse. The connection between these impulses causes “blood
consciousness”: “There in the sexual passion the very blood
surges into communion, in the terrible sensual oneing. There all
the darkness of the deeps, the primal flood, is perfected, as the two
great waves of separated blood surge to consummation” (“Two
Principles” 236). When two people have sexual intercourse, when
the bloods physically merge, the couple experiences overwhelming-
ly strong spiritual sensations that Lawrence called “phallic con-
sciousness.” In a letter written in 1928, Lawrence describes Lady
Chatterley’s Lover as a “phallic” novel:

It is strictly a novel of the phallic consciousness as against the
mental consciousness of today. For some things, you will
probably dislike it: because you are still squeamish, and
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