Editors’ Introduction

The Philological Association of the Carolinas held its
twenty-third annual meeting at the University of North Carolina
at Wilmington, 11-13 March 1999. Greeted by warm ocean
breezes, PAC members enjoyed a reception on Thursday
evening and began the conference on Friday morning with
sessions such as “Latin American and Peninsular Literature”
and “Southern Poetry,” as well as sessions honoring two
distinguished scholars: Terry J. Peavler and Donald L. Shaw.
Dr. Peavler, Professor of Spanish and Comparative Literature at
Penn State University, was also the keynote speaker at Friday’s
luncheon and gave an entertaining and scholarly address
enjoyed by all in attendance.

In each issue of Postscript, we publish a few of the best
papers presented at the annual conference. This year’s volume
includes the excellent scholarship of several long-time members
of the Philological Association of the Carolinas and several
newcomers to the organization. Pride of place goes to Patricia
H. Ward’s article on “Conjuring the Devil in The Quest for the
Holy Grail” She argues that several medieval texts provide
important clues to our understanding of the Quest’s conjuring
scene and how the scene can be viewed as having positive
spiritual implications. @ In this issue’s second essay,
Maximiliano Zifiiga analyzes Alfredo Bryce Echenique’s use of
narrative strategies in Dos sefioras conversan. Following
Zuiliga’s essay, Siobhan Craft Brownson’s article on Thomas
Hardy’s “On the Western Circuit” reveals how Hardy’s own
bowdlerizing of the story created a self-reflexive narrative about
the power of writing to move and shape emotions and ideas.
Also paying attention to narrative form and technique, Rayburn
S. Moore examines the novella “Saved by Whom?” by Paul
Hamilton Hayne, a nineteenth-century American writer. Using
a wealth of historical research, Margaret B. Moore explores the
medical community in nineteenth-century New England,
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