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During the period 1854-1886, Paul Hamilton Hayne,
scion of a politically and socially prominent South Carolina
family, published six volumes of poems, contributed verse,
essays, and criticismto the most importantliterarymagazines
North and South, and, after the death of William Gilmore
Simmsin 1870,becamethe leading literary spokesmanof the
South. In the 1850sand the later 1860sto the 1880s,he also
wrote sketches,tales, and a novelette for various periodicals,
particularlyRussell'sMagazineandAppleton'sJouma/; but his
fiction attractedslight attentionin his own day and has rarely
been mentionedsince his death in 1886. A careful check of
scholarshipon Hayne indicatesthat "Saved by Whom?"-his
sole novelettein print-has been brieflydiscussedon only one
other occasion. I

Hayne's first fiction appeared in 1852 in the Southern
Literary Gazette, a Charlestonweekly he was associatedwith
editoriallyftom 1852to 1855. His earliestpiece, "TheSkaptar
Yokul,"a Poesquetale dealingwith the supernaturaland set in
Iceland,was published in three issues of the Gazette in April
and May 1852, shortly before he became its assistant editor.
Subsequently,his work appearedchieflyin Russell'sMagazine
before the war and in Appleton's Joumal in the 1870s.:Z

Hayne'sshort fictionin generalfrequentlytends to ignore
the common light of day, even when it covers such familiar
matters as country life and servants. It also includes,rather
consistently, elements of sentimentality, coincidence, and
melodramathat modem critics consider inappropriatein the
best short work despite the ~ that various of these qualities
may be found in the tales of such of Hayne's older
contemporariesas Irving, Hawthorne, Poe, Simms, Melville,
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