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During the period 1854-1886, Paul Hamilton Hayne,
scion of a politically and socially prominent South Carolina
family, published six volumes of poems, contributed verse,
essays, and criticism to the most important literary magazines
North and South, and, after the death of William Gilmore
Simms in 1870, became the leading literary spokesman of the
South. In the 1850s and the later 1860s to the 1880s, he also
wrote sketches, tales, and a novelette for various periodicals,
particularly Russell's Magazine and Appleton's Journal, but his
fiction attracted slight attention in his own day and has rarely
been mentioned since his death in 1886. A careful check of
scholarship on Hayne indicates that "Saved by Whom?"—his
sole novelette in print—has been briefly discussed on only one
other occasion.’

Hayne's first fiction appeared in 1852 in the Southern
Literary Gazette, a Charleston weekly he was associated with
editorially from 1852 to 1855. His earliest piece, "The Skaptar
Yokul," a Poesque tale dealing with the supernatural and set in
Iceland, was published in three issues of the Gazette in April
and May 1852, shortly before he became its assistant editor.
Subsequently, his work appeared chiefly in Russell's Magazine
before the war and in Appleton’s Journal in the 1870s.’

Hayne's short fiction in general frequently tends to ignore
the common light of day, even when it covers such familiar
matters as country life and servants. It also includes, rather
consistently, elements of sentimentality, coincidence, and
melodrama that modern critics consider inappropriate in the
best short work despite the fact that various of these qualities
may be found in the tales of such of Hayne's older
contemporaries as Irving, Hawthorne, Poe, Simms, Melville,
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