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In December 1891, the English Illustrated Magazine
(1883-1913) published "On the Western Circuit," the second of
Hardy's short stories to appear in the periodical. Study of the
story is worthwhile not only because it is one of Hardy's finest,
but also because its publication history illustrates his writing of
short fiction in the context of two important Victorian
conditions of authorship-the influence of the literary agent and
the ongoing demands of Mrs. Grundy (the forces of censorship)
displayed by editors on behalf of their readers. Hardy's
decision to concede to the pressures of audience demands by
bowdlerizing "On the Western Circuit" nonetheless results in
one of his most forceful works of short fiction.

Although it is likely that Clement Kinloch-Cooke (1854-
1944) was the editor of the English Illustrated Magazine during
1891, the agreement to publish the story seems to have been
reached through the efforts of literary agent Alexander Pollock
Watt (1834-1914).1 The only extant communication between
Hardy and Kinloch-Cooke is an April 29, 1893, letter ftom
Hardy to the editor and concerns an unidentified photograph,
while Hardy letters concerning "On the Western Circuit" were
sent directly to Watt.2 It is certainly possible that sometime
prior to 1891 Kinloch-Cooke was plunged immediately into
editing the periodical, since former editor J. Comyns Carr seems
to have left his post rather suddenly over Macmillan's decision
to stop printing so many engravings. It, therefore, seems
reasonable to speculate that Kinloch-Cooke might have taken
advantage of the services of Watt rather than attempt to gariier
fiction for the English Illustrated Magazine on his own. As
Mary Ann Gillies states, an "editor who want[ed] to
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