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The Letterbook of Eliza Lucas Pinckney, 1739-1762 is
one of the few published first-hand accounts of the lives of
upper-class Southern plantation women of the Colonial period
available for study today. Edited by Elise Pinckney (a direct
descendant of the author) and originally published in book
form in 1972, this collection of copies of the correspondence of
Eliza Lucas Pinckney was republished in June of 1997 by USC
Press. The republication of the letterbook has made it
accessible to a wider audience than ever before. It contains most
of Pinckney's letters, although there are a few others housed at
the South Carolina Historical Society, the Library of Congress,
and Duke University, and in various small private collections.
In the following study of three groups of letters written to
different correspondents before and immediately after Eliza
Lucas's marriage to Col. Charles Pinckney (1739-1744), I will
analyze the variation in style and content of the letters
depending on the gender of the audience and Eliza Lucas's
relationship to them. In comparing groups of letters written to
Eliza's father Col. Lucas, to Col. Pinckney, and to Miss Bartlett
(Col.Pinckney's niece, a young woman of about Eliza's own age),
1 will show that the differences between the letters to these
three readers indicate an acute awareness in Eliza Lucas not
only of what was appropriate for a young, unmarried woman of
her time to write to each audience, but of exactly how it must be
expressed. Her role as a young, unmarried woman in Colonial
South Carolina was rigidly prescribed, and, in spite of her
remarkable intelligence and unusual degree of responsibility in
managing three plantations, she never attempted to step out of
that role'!

Jeanette F. Bowers argues in her 1990 thesis on the life
of Eliza Lucas Pinckney that Eliza was trained from birth for
the role of domesticity, as were most young girls in the
eighteenth century, by her mother and other female role
models, as well as by the literature of the day, and that she
accepted this role without question (19-20). The young Eliza
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