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Das Buch der Liebelis a printed collection of thirteen
of the most popular prose texts of the late Middle Ages. Printed
only once in 1587 for the publisher Sigmund Feyerabendt of
Frankfurt by his cousin, Johann Feyerabendt, the anthology
contains, in order, the following works of fiction: Kayser
Octavian, Die schone Magelona, Der edle Ritter Galmy, Herr
Tristrant vnd die schone Isalde, Camillus vnd Emilia, Florio
vnd Blanceffora, Theagenes wvnd Chariclia, Gabriotto vnd
Reinhart, Die edle Melusina, Der Ritter vom Thurn, Ritter
Pontus, Herzog Herpin, and Herr Wigoleis wvom Rade.
Feyerabendt’s compendium is didactic as well as entertaining,
providing examples of appropriate and inappropriate
behavior in matters of love. In addition to illustrating the

uences of various actions performed for love, several of
the individual romances offer insight into family life.

Every text included in the anthology presents an image
of at least one family group. The family constellations
presented in Das Buch der Liebe are varied. Although several
romances portray families consisting of a mother, father, and
child or children (Peter’s family before he is abducted in Die
schone Magelona, or Sidonia’s family in Ritter Pontus), others
provide interesting variations. One variation on the mother-
father-child family is the family that starts out united, but
gets separated. The plot of these romances revolves around the
efforts of the individual family members to reunite. Examples
of such families are seen in Herzog Herpin, Kaiser Octavian,
and to some extent Theagenes vnd Chariclia.

The foster family is another type of family grouping
found in Das Buch der Liebe. In romances where parents and
children have been separated, the children are often raised in
foster families. Foster families are portrayed in Herzog






