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The word “ideology” tends to establish a system of truth and
error, the connotation being that the person with the ideology is the
one in error (Frow 198). Current studies of ideology in a literary
context, on the level of discourse, have revealed though what many
sociologists studying this phenomenon in the wake of Marx and
Engels failed to note: the ideological nature of all discourse. Every
utterance has a speaker, and every speaker has an ideology, or as
Linda Hutcheon has queried, “Whose reality is being represented?”
(182). Ideology, thus, is neither positive nor negative; it is
inevitable.

Recognizing that ideology figures into all discourse does not
make it an easy object of study. We can only infer the ideology
behind the words of a novel, for example, by examining the way in
which the various ideas in the work are represented in each of the
characters, the narrator, and the implied author. Unless the novel
is a work of insipid propaganda, then we, as readers, must engage
in active interpretation in order to extrapolate the ideology inherent
in it, which is complicated by the fact that each reader has an
ideology of his own that he cannot discard in the interest of
objectivity.

Labeling a literary work a “political novel” has been a means of
dismissing the novel from serious consideration as a work of art, as
though incorporating an historical and political context into the
novel were somehow to rob the work of its timeless value. A novel
that deals with the political ideology of a particular people at a
particular time is not valued as highly as a novel that purportedly
deals with “spiritual and literary” values. It is time for us to set
this bias aside. Literature is not produced in a vacuum; every work
has its context. Some writers, such as Isabel Allende, have chosen
to focus on this context out of an immediate need to escape its
cyclical violence and find the ability to hope and dream.
Particularly in Latin America literature serves a testimonial
purpose (even those texts that are not written in the form of
testimony), for literature is a means of gainsaying the “official
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