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[Authors' note: The following essay is reproduced as it was
presented at the 1997 PAC meeting, even though the informal style
and organization are less appropriate to a printed format. What
merit it has-if any-lies in its double perspective: that of a student
of letters (Gordon Ross, Professor of English) and that of a student
of science (William Rogers, Professor of Biology) regarding
Shakespeare's references to the medlar fruit.]

Ross:

Shakespeare might well be called a "fruit-full"poet. An informal
browsing of TIleHarvard Concordance shows that the author referred
to numerous fruits in his plays and poems. Indeed, the word fruit
itself appears 36 times, and fruits occurs nine times, often with
figurativesuggestion.In TitllsAndronicus we find "thebasefruit of
her [Tamora's] burning lust" (5.1.43) and "his [Aaron's] fruit of
bastardy" (5.1.48);Othello tells Desdemona, with reference to their
delayed honeymoon (now that they have arrived safely on
Cyprus), "the purchase made, the fruits are to ensue" (2.3.9).

There are plenty of specific fruits mentioned as well. The
Concordance,for example,cites "cherry"or "cherries"twelvetimes,
often with the idea of lips. "Plum" or "plums" appears six times,
and "plum-tree" twice. "Grape" or "grapes" shows up 15 times, and
"raisins" once. Shakespeare apparently liked apples as well,
mentioning them 13 times, along with. four references to "apple-
johns" (old, shriveled apples), and one "apple-tart." Pears appear-
five times. Prunes are also to be found, in seven places (sometimes
as "pruins"). Figs are there-six times as fruit only, but four more
times as insults (the vulgar gesture, e.g., Pistol's "fig of Spain,"
along with "figo"-twice-and "fico"-once). Less frequent, but
present, are oranges-two mentions, both in Much Ado, and
"orange-wife" in Coriolanus,and "peach," though only in the phrase
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