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On 1 November 1637, John Winthrop wrote the following in his
journal:

All the proceedings of this court against these persons [the
defendants in the Antinomian Controversy] were set down
at large, with the reasons and the other observations, and
were sent into England to be published there, to the end that
all our godly friends might not be discouraged from coming

to us, etc. (241)

This document took ship to England in the spring of 1638, but it
remained unpublished until it was "found" there by the Reverend
Thomas Welde ("Governor" 30, 32), who in 1644 published it
anonymously under the title Antinomians and Familists Condemned
by the Synod of Elders in New England . . . (Winsser 27). As first
published, Winthrop's book was a collection of varied pieces
related to the controversy strung together by the author's
narration.! Johan Winsser writes that Winthrop's "small book must
have been well received in England" and that because of this
"Welde added a preface and republished" the work with a new title
within two months of its original publication (27). Other scholars
have said that Welde had become embroiled in the political
struggle taking place in 1644 between the Puritans'
Congregationalist and Presbyterian factions, and that he intended
the book to demonstrate the ability of the Congregationalists to
overcome such a threat as the Antinomian Controversy
("Governor" 33; Schutte 97).2 But neither of these claims necessarily
represents the entire case.

Thomas Welde had arrived in Boston in June of 1632, had
within a month become the first pastor at Roxbury, and in 1636 had
been one of the chief members of the Winthrop establishment that
prosecuted Anne Hutchinson and her followers. It was in his
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