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Alice James, the only sister of William and Henry
James, was born in 1848 in New York City, educated at
home and abroad by governesses, attended school in
Newport, and grew up in New York, Europe, Newport,
Boston, and Cambridge. In Cambridge in the late 1860s
she and Anne Ashburner, a neighbor two years her
senior, became intimate friends and remained so for the
rest of Alice's life. Anne, usually called Annie, Nanny,
or Nancy, moved her family to England in 1872, but the
two friends corresponded throughout the decade,
though few letters after 1878 are available now. In
addition to the correspondence, the closeness of the
friendship is attested to on Alice's part by the warm
references to Nanny in her diary and especially by the
fact that she was one of only four mourners requested to
attend her funeral services in England in 1892.1

The main archive of the extant correspondence of
Alice James with Anne Ashburner Richards is housed at
the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh and
consists of twenty-nine letters that were written during
the period 1873-78. In these epistles, only six of which
have hitherto been published, Alice James expresses
herself forthrightly on many topics to an old chum--Iove,
marriage, relations between the sexes, men, women,
family, politics, England, America, friends,
acquair.tances, customs, manners, among them--but on
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