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Near the beginning of Couldrette's poetic version
of Mélusine, he repeats the instructions he received from
the Lord of Parthenay to compose a work tracing his
lineage back to Mélusine, the fairy of Poitou:

"Faictes," dist il, "tout a loysir,
Car tout est voustre la journee.
Le chastel fut fait d'une fayee,
De laquelle je suys extrait,

Si comme il est partout retrait,
Et moy et toute ma lignye

De Partenay, n'en doubtez mye."

["Do it," he said, "at your leisure,

For the entire day is yours.

The castle was built by a fairy,

From whom I am descended,

So they say everywhere,

Both me and all of my lineage

Of Parthenay; have no doubt about it." ] 1
(Morris 67-68)

It might at first appear that a powerful nobleman of
fourteenth-century Catholic France would instruct his
chaplain to create an histoire linking his family (a branch
of the Lusignans) to a supernatural being of pagan origin.
But closer examination reveals this attempt at linkage of
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