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It is striking that so little has been made of the
close acquaintance of Arthur Schopenhauer with Goethe
in the years directly preceding the publication of
Schopenhauer's magnum opus, The World as Will and
Representation Goethe's influence on the philosopher was
unmistakable; Schopenhauer quoted ubiquitously from
his three great Western influences--Plato, Kant, and
Goethe--and openly acknowledged the debts he owed
them. He was solitary by nature, and his acquaintance
with Goethe, whom he often cited simply as "G" or
without attribution at all, was the only close personal
relationship with a thinker of stature he ever enjoyed. For
Schopenhauer, the Goethe experience was a once-in-a-
lifetime encounter (Angelika Hiibscher 109), and his chief
work "arose before, during, and after their conversations
of the winter of 1813-1814. . . 'directly in intercourse with
and with an eye towards' Goethe" (Wittkowski 233). A
reader of Goethe, on the other hand, could easily be
forgiven if he were to conclude that Goethe had never
heard of a Dr. Arthur Schopenhauer. Conrady's
exhaustive two-volume biography of Goethe lists
Schopenhauer in the index only once, his sister Adele
once, and his mother Johanna four times. Goethe had
indeed ignored the young Arthur at Frau Schopenhauer's
salons in Weimar before Arthur went off to university at
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