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On November 14, 1908, Jack London, suffering various
serious ailments, and his wife Charmian landed in Sydney,
Australia, seeking medical treatment after about seven
months aboard the Snark. Too sick to write very much
during the five-month stop, they were nevertheless
lionized by the reading public, sportsmen, socialists and
the labor unions, and by the Australian press. London
claimed not to have “done any newspaper work since the
Russo-Japanese war,” but that changed in Australia. Some
- of his writings from this period have been generally known,
such as his report for the New York Herald of the Tommy
Burns-Jack Johnson heavy-weight championship fight,
which occurred on December 26, 1908. London had
contracted to write the article for the Australian Star,l a
Sydney afternoon daily, wiring it to America almost as a
commercial afterthought. He wrote a series of six
“impressions” of Australia also for the Australian Star,
and another London statement has recently been uncovered
in the long, apparently verbatim report of an interview
with Vance Palmer for the Brisbane socialist paper The
Worker.2 London (and Charmian for that matter) also
gave numerous interviews, the first and very important (but
often overlooked) strategy in the myth-making necessary to
advance his career as a socialist and maintain his
reputation as an adventurer.

While still off-shore the suffering Jack, along with
Charmian, were interviewed by several reporters
apparently simultaneously; the questions and answers
revolved around adventures in the South Seas. Much of the
conversation in this first series of interviews had already
appeared in newspapers all over the English-speaking
world, no doubt supplied by London as part of his plan to
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