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Nathaniel Hawthorne's attitude toward women, in
both his life and his works, is now becoming an area of
critical debate. Although in the past Hawthorne has been
generally accepted as a misogynist, in all areas of his life,
Nina Baym and others have begun to question this
assumption. While Hawthorne may not have been a
feminist by late 20th-century standards, he was in line
with the feminist ideas of his day, and his works showed a
great empathy with and respect for iconoclastic women in

. difficult societal situations.
One of the ways in which critics traditionally argued

for Hawthorne's dislike of women was by focusing on his
opinion of and friendship with Margaret Fuller. While
this relationship has frequently been assumed to be
negative and has been used as another attempt to prove the
arguments against him, this friendship has been distorted
by time and by the critical expectation that Hawthorne
was an antifeminist. The main way in which this
antifeminist theory is maintained is by misquoting, or
selectively quoting, Hawthorne's comments to and about
Fuller. While a complete discussion of this topic cannot be
covered here, I will try to examine some of the most
frequent misconceptions about their relationship, from
Hawthorne's early comments on Fuller to his postmortem on
her life in his Italian Notebooks.

For both Hawthorne and Fuller, as well as other
thinkers of the era, feminism held a different meaning
than it frequently does today; Fuller and her
contemporaries, like her major predecessor Mary
Wollstonecraft (author of the influential Vindication of
the Rights of Woman), believed that women deserved more
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