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Angel Ganivet's analysis of the Spanish pysche at the close of the
‘nineteenth century represents the most direct and systematic attempt of
the Generation of ‘98 writers to diagnose and remedy the social,
political, and economic malaise of the Iberian peninsula. His critique
and its accompanying plan of reform, as detailed in Espafia filosdfica
contempordnea (1888) and Idearium espafiol (1897), exemplify the
concerns of his literary colleagues. Donald Shaw observes in reference
to the former work that Ganivet expressed “for the first time doubts
about the security of the foundation of ideas, ideals and beliefs on
which Spanish society appeared to him to be resting. . . . The same
preoccupation, fed by an intense study of contemporary philosophy, is
at the root of the sensibility of his fellow members of the Generation of
1898 in whose work is reflected with great clarity the search, generally
unsuccessful, for the ideas madres whose erosion Ganivet had been the
first to notice” (231-32).

Other scholars have noted Ganivet’s insight into period crises and
his recognition of Spain’s metaphysical condition. Antonio Espina
states that “la vision que Ganivet tuvo de los problemas de su tiempo
fue completa” [the vision that Ganivet had of the problems of his time
was complete] (15), and Miguel Olmedo remarks: “Ganivet, conocedor
como pocos de la realidad espariola, denunci6é hace muchos afos la falta
de ambiente intelectual de nuestra patria y bajo la férmula, un poco
pedestre si se quiere, del <<redondeo>> de las ideas, hizo la primera
llamada a la concordia intelectual y al respeto, cuando no al
entendimiento de posiciones adversas” [Knowledgeable of Spanish
reality like few others, Ganivet denounced many years ago the lack of
intellectual atmosphere of our country; and with the formula, a little
vulgar perhaps, of the “rounding” of ideas, he made the first call to
intellectual concord and its consideration, if not to the understanding of
adverse positions] (338).

Critics generally agree that although the content of Espafia
filosdfica contempordnea and Idearium espafiol is essential to
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