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Abstract

A series of 160 tictionalletters between two Persians, Montesquieu's Lettres Persanes
(1721) is a satire of Parisian society, touching on its institutions, on religious
intolerance and royal power, as well as on the habits of individuals. Francoise de
Graffigny'sLettresd'unePeruvienne(1747)and Marie-JeanneRiccoboni'sLettresde
My/ordRivers(1776)followthis theme,but take it a step further: they introducea
feminine view. Their letter-writers, also foreigners (a Peruvian woman and an
English man, respectively), also discuss matters of philosophy and politics and
make observations and commentaries on French society,but, in addition, they subtly
suggest that the lot of women could be greatly improved by their education, and that
they should be treated as equals by men, instead of with a duality of lust and
contempt. These writings were revolutionary for their time, as they portrayed
heroines with minds of their own, more interested in liberation than love, who find
that real happiness comes only through freedom.
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