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To those familiar with the Old Testament, all gardens suggest the Garden
of Eden, a paradise of pleasure lost to humans when Adam and Eve ate of the
fruit forbidden to them. Into paradise came temptation; man sinned and was
expelled His natural home was gone, but he gained the knowledgeof good and
evil and became self-conscious,aware of his limitations and his loss.

Philosophically, a garden can be seen as "the balancing point between
human control on one hand and wild nature on the other" (Francis and
Hester 2). The inherent play of opposites this suggests makes one aware of the
ongoing conflict in any garden. The gardener who stops to admire nature's
profusion of blossoms reaches down to pull the weed disturbing the mulch
before he moves on. Early pleasure gardeners made their gardens
mathematical in design, a challenge to the shapelessness of uncontrolled plant
life. They wanted their gardens to be places of peace, barriers between them
and the wilderness. Thus only after man gained in sophistication did he wish
to copyNature in the design of his gardens (Wright 12).

But for early man the garden was a necessity, a producer of food for
sustaining life. Nature, however, was not always a reliable supplier of
sustenance. Starvation existed in reality. The threat of it precipitated the
worship of fertility in the form of mother gods (Wright 13). As women had
been the first to cultivate gardens, and as women are biologically connected
with cycles, the association of women with fertility was a natural development
in the beliefs of primitive people. Even after patriarchal religions supplanted
earlier ones, after the mother gods had been ejected, the connectionbetween the
cyclical nature of life and fertility was so apparent to the early monks that one
part of their four-part, carefully controlled gardens was set aside for a burial
ground --and planted with fruit trees (Wright 93). But to stave off death, there
was a physic or herbularis garden, conveniently placed near the infirmary
(Wright 93). It was this interest in herbs that helped to preserve botanic
learning.

If out of primordial chaos came order, the idea of order was associated
with a garden. To readers of Genesis, the Garden of Eden was where God first
created order and an orientation in time and space (Francis and Hester 26).
The idea of a garden is also associated with Paradise, a timeless place, an
eternal home. So to humans, a garden is at once a point of origin and a place
of return. It suggests cycles, mortality, transformation, and everlasting life.
The garden, too, is a paradox. It is tIlls idea of change within the permanent
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