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... wir miissen erkennen, daf es das Gleichgewicht der Krifte ist,
das uns das Leben auf der Erde iiberhaupt erst erméglicht [. . . we
have to recognize that it is the balance of forces that makes life on
earth possible for us at all]. (Seedorn, 1985)

Wer heute noch glaubt, die Natur . . . befinde sich im leichgewicht,
geht mit geschlossenen Augen durch die Landschaft [Whoever still
believes today that nature is in balance is walking through the
landscape with his eyes closed]. (Wegscheide, 1988)

In June 1987 a group of American Germanisten visiting the East German
industrial city of Halle were told by one of their official hosts, a philologist at
the university there, that her nation's most pressing problem was environmental
pollution. She related during a tour along the Saale, the frothy, yellowish river
whose clarity was once sung by Eichendorff, how factory workers whose
incentives were tied to meeting and exceeding production quotas fiercely
resisted any attempt at pollution control that might diminish their output. She
told wryly of a local night shift, notoriously the least productive at the plant,
that under cover of darkness had removed emissions-control devices from the
smokestacks in order to outdo the day shifts.! Later the Americans heard poet
and diarist Hanns Cibulka, introduced as the German Democratic Republic's
leading environmentalist, read from work in progress that would be published
the next year as the journal Wegscheide. He read sketches of his friend Robert,
a woodworker whose knowledge of his medium and whose skill in inlay
restoration bespoke a love for and harmony with nature that had all but
disappeared in the wake of burgeoning technological progress. Yet Robert too
had tipped the delicate balance of things and lost his equilibrium--a loss
signified by alcoholism.

Until the 1980s pollution was virtually unrestricted in Eastern Europe,
where Marxist-Leninist state ideology equated social progress and quality of
life with increased production. Consequently, the zeal of technocrats to bolster
output and dispose of wastes inexpensively rendered virtually uninhabitable
thousands of square kilometers of the fundamental means of production, the
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