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When Nathaniel Hawthorne sent a manuscript to his friend, the criti
E.P. Whipple, in 1852, he gave it the title Hollingsworth, but he attached
list of other possible titles, among them, The Blithedale Romance.l I believ
that this information is often overlooked as a key to understanding Th
Blithedale Romance. Perhaps the character of the reformer, Hollingswortt
should be seen as the center of the novel, rather than Coverdale or Zenobh
as is often the case.

Earlier critics, such as R. H. Fogle, H. H. Waggoner, and R. R. Male
have focused on the novel in terms of its relationship to Hawthorne's ow
experience at Brook Farm, tracing images and allegory and centering on th
novel's broadest literary implications. But these critics place Coverdale, nc
Hollingsworth, at the center of the novel's conflict. A more recent group (
scholars, such as C. J. Wershoven and Eric Mottram, focuses on the dw
settings of city and country; they find the Blithedalers' desire for separatio
to be the main source of conflict. Feminist critics such as Jacqueline I
Orsagh and Nina Baym break into two camps over whether Hawthorne
portrayal of men and women in The Blithedale Romance is misogynistic c
sympathetic to feminist concerns. Both groups view Hollingsworth as
scoundrel in his treatment of Zenobia, but they see the verbal sparrin
between Coverdale and Zenobia as the center of the novel.2

Other scholars believe The Blithedale Romance deals with madness, b\
they cannot agree precisely upon which character is -mad.- Beverly Hum
diagnoses Coverdale as the madman because of the suddenness of h:
feverish behavior on arriving at Blithedale and because of his dream (
Zenobia; Hume also cites his obsession with the mystery of Priscill:
Westervelt, and Zenobia. Donald A Ringe and Taylor Stoehr diagno~
derangement in Hollingsworth's obsession with prison reform, making th
condition the focus of their studies of Hawthorne's novel.

Although I believe that Hollingsworth should be placed at the center (
any reading of The Blithedale Romance, I do not believe that he overstel
the boundaries of sanity. His -obsession- with the reform of crimin:
characters is not pathological, but his inflexible and ultimately pridefl
desire to fulfill the mission of his philanthropy causes him to act in waysth;
are finally destructive to the social fabric of the Blithedale experimen
Hollingsworth's noble but misguided attempts to aid humanity also aJ
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