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The Western Enlightenment

• Scientific Revolution • Enlightenment• Scientific Revolution
• Copernicus, On the 

Revolution of the 
Heavenly Spheres 
(1543)

• Newton Mathematical

• Enlightenment
• Locke, An Essay 

Concerning Human 
Understanding (1689)

• Paine, The Rights of 
Man (1790)• Newton, Mathematical 

Principles of Natural 
Philosophy (1687)

Man (1790)

The Question of Human Nature

• St Augustine (354-430)St. Augustine (354 430)
• Confessions (c.400)
• City of God (c. 413-420)
• Who remembers Pelagius?
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Pope Innocent III (r.1199-1216)
• “Man was formed of dust, ,

slime, and ashes; what is even 
more vile, or the filthiest seed. 
He was conceived from the itch 
of the flesh, in the heat of 
passion and the stench of lust, 
and worse yet, with the stain of 
sin. He was born to toil, dread, 

d t bl d t h dand trouble; and more wretched 
still, was born only to die.”

• On the Misery of the Human Condition
(c. 1200)

Pico della Mirandolla (1463-1494)

• “We have given you, Oh Adam, g y , ,
no visage proper to yourself, 
nor any endowment properly 
your own, in order that 
whatever place, whatever form, 
whatever gifts you may, with 
premeditation, select, these 
same you may have and possess 
th h j d t dthrough your own judgment and 
decision.”

• Oration on the Dignity of Man
(1486)
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John Locke (1632-1704)

• An Essay ConcerningAn Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding 
(1689)

• Some Thoughts 
Concerning Education 
(1693)

• The Reasonableness of• The Reasonableness of 
Christianity (1695)

• Two Treatises of 
Government (1689)

Voltaire, Philosophical 
Dictionary (1764)

• “Deism”• Deism
• God is Rational
• God does not 

intervene
• God rewards and 

i h b dpunishes based on 
conduct

• Pelagius was right
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Adam Smith (1723-1790)

• Mercantilism• Mercantilism
• The Wealth of Nations

(1776)

Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794)

• Criminals as sinnersCriminals as sinners
• Incarceration for 

punishment

• Crimes and 
Punishments (1764)( )

• Environment
• Incarceration as 

remediation
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Abigail Adams (1744-1818)

• “I have sometimes• I have sometimes 
been ready to think 
that the passion for 
liberty cannot be 
equally strong in the 
breasts of those who 
have been accustomed 
to deprive their fellow 
creatures of theirs”

Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971)

• The Nature and• The Nature and 
Destiny of Man (1941-
1943)


