CLAS 373, Homer NH 127C Office hours F 1-2pm, TTh 11-12pm (or by appt.)
Spring 2009 email: |holland@unca.edu
Loral. Holland Office phone: 232-5043

COURSE SYLLABUS

| ETHE! () S H STH - )BL' 2 * 3 HAD) A5 [ 18F), 36" #- B4 ) GF )*840) "2 )# ' 3
8™ 3442 BfS., At * I O)# $,* 30M) G §)#A* 3 SH 4' 2 #HH2 L $,% B IE *IA.2 16 SHAS K OUH
2,5, #.2 5

# # # # @A*" 3BHAPS2 $ @ 3 "$<# #4*D* $ * BHomer’s lliadsEFEF#

G-#3) 4" (.-B#, #4882 $ JA' 2 *3¢

. OAMSM ISM U #- #4* 18-S9 ) "B %00/ 12 S B ' | %, $,*)1%- [ #.-B ' 2)f**- D O-/ #

2 SH*) *3 H) % | ) ASMNES*- #P 4.<AESY )#- #*SYH' 108' Tl Yot " B " - 4 | *H48$- ) *#
AG] INB % ' SoHENS, # **BRR3 =*/ L' 2 *IBOY #)#.)# *2 *)- TS # | B *M I&3*$,4*#,) 1893 #
)* 3 *HO I ST HEASE2 $- H8*B(# O, W60/ 15- | 18 Yo THEA* - HYMBA * ' 2 *HE $,<4* 3 "HA* #
)(F)HP A*- B =189 * = .2 )# ' ) H*- T 396*H, 94C 3*UE 4*- 4 . AN SBYH %)L+, $3T #
$,HA%H $<" <D | BTN *- ' (T 15 HSAR A*FE . ABE SoFOR ) HDM. Yo 008" - B/B* ( #- #
WGB3 *- Bt @7 4- 5*$, ) HEZ[ \ FE] "E_

Purpose of course:

For the past two thousand-plus years, reading the Homeric poems, the first literature of Western
civilization, has been a cherished reward for many learners of ancient Greek. Homeric Greek, however,
requires specia attention to oddities of grammar and vocabulary, some of which were just as obscure to
Attic Greek readers of the Classical period as they are to 21% century readers. It is the genius of this
unique text that pushes us even today to try to unlock its secrets and its delights. This course will provide
you with a basic grounding in Homeric grammar, vocabulary, and metrics (in part by memorizing and by
reading aloud selections from the lliad), so that you will have the necessary tools to make reading Homer
alife-long pleasure. In order to gain a greater understanding of the historical context of the poem, the
background of the Mycenaean world of Greece and the Anatolian world of Troy will be explored.

Greek Language Timeline:
Mycenaean Greek: c. 1600-1100 BCE
Archaic and Classical Greek: c. 800-300 BCE
Hellenistic and Koine Greek: c. 300 BCE — 330 CE
Late Antique and Medieval Greek: c. 330-1453 CE
Modern Greek: since 1453 CE

Required texts: 3
Benner, Selections from Homer@ lliad (ISBN 9781434494771)

Cunliffe, Lexicon of the Homeric Dialect (ISBN: 9780806114309) (or Autenrieth@ A Homeric
Dictionary, or Seiler® (or CrusiusOversion available for free download on Google Books)

Vol Isténdiges Griechisch-Deutsches W&rterbuch Yber die Gedichte des Homeros und der Homeriden, if

you prefer)

Lombardo, translator, Homer. lliad (Hackett, ISBN: 9780872203525)

Texts on reserve on Holland® Reserve shelf in NH 127 (please do not take these books home, but feel
free to consult them either in 127 or, if you leave a note detailing your location, €lsewhere in NH):
Barber, E., Women's work: the first 20,000 years. women, cloth, and society in early times

Boedeker, ed. The lliad, the Odyssey and the Real World




Bryce. T. The Trojans and their Neighbors
Burgess, The Tradition of the Trojan War in Homer & the Epic Cycle
Fowler, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Homer
Kirk, G. S., ed. lliad, vol. | (commentary on entire Iliad in six volumes by various scholars)
Lattimore, translator, The Iliad of Homer (Chicago, 1951)
See also Willcock@ A Companion to the Iliad (based on Lattimore translation)
Lord, Albert, The singer of tales
Nagy, Gregory, The Best of the Achaeans
----- Homer's text and language
Pharr, Homeric Greek: A Book for Beginners
Shay, Achillesin Vietham
----- Odysseus in America
Smith & Miller, The Iliad of Homer: A linefor line translation in dactylic hexmeters
Willcock, Homer, Iliad I-XI1 (text and commentary)
Willcock, Homer, Iliad XIT-XXIV (text and commentary)
Wood, In Search of the Trojan War
Ventris & Chadwick, Documents in Mycenaean Greek

DVD (30 min. long; instructive) and cassette tapes on NH reserve shelf:
Text & Textile: An Introduction To Wool-Working For Readers Of Greek And Latin
Daitz, The Pronunciation of Ancient Greek

A Few Web resources:

Homer in Performance, read by Gregory Nagy (with metrical notes):
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~classics/poetry _and_prose/homer/homer.html
The Chicago Homer (with scholia and variant readings)
http://www.library.northwestern.edu/homer/

Classical Epic (lots of good links): http://www.temple.edu/classics/epic.html
The Homer Webpage (literature based):
http://facstaff.gpc.edu/~shale/humanities/literature/world literature/homer.html
German website with Homer bibliography from 1978-1992:
http://www.oeaw.ac.at/kal/fbhomer/STWLIST.HTM

Asyou can tell from the German website above, it isall but impossible to keep up with Homeric
scholarship even within the span of afew yearstime, but |Qe listed some below important works beyond
the ones on reserve. Some of these books are available at Ramsey, others may be obtained through Inter-

Library Loan.

i

KLEOS APHTHITON

Your boring bureaucratic job may be of great interest to someone someday.

An ancient language of Southern Greece and Crete. The language of the Linear B texts, deciphered by

Michael Ventris. Mycenaean is an archaic variety of Greek, the diachronic precursor of the Arcadian and

Cyprian dialects of Classical Greek recorded in the late first millenium BC. Late second millennium BC.
ELINGUIST website description of Mycenaean Greek.



General interest reading and special topics (a very small selection of what is available, but all of these are
worth reading):

Alexiou, Theritual lament in Greek tradition

Beye, Ancient Epic Poetry

Bakker, Poetry in speech: orality and Homeric discourse

Bremmer and De Jong, et al. (edd), Homer: Beyond oral poetry

Burgess, The tradition of the Trojan War in Homer and the epic cycle

Cairns (ed.), Oxford Readingsin Homer's lliad

Camps. An introduction to Homer

Clay, The Wrath of Athena

Davies, The Greek Epic Cycle

Dodds, The Greeks and the irrational

DuZ, Homeric variations on a lament by Briseis

Edwards, Homer: Poet of the lliad

Feeny, The Godsin Epic

Fenik, Typical battle scenesin the lliad

Finley, The World of Odysseus (Revised edition, 1978) (general historical overview of Greecein the time
of HomerN outdated now in some respects, but still worth reading)

Ford, Homer: the poetry of the past

Graziosi, Inventing Homer: the early reception of epic

Griffin, "The epic cycle and the uniqueness of Homer" Journal of Hellenic Sudies (JHS) 97 (1977) 39-53
--, Homer on life and death

Hainsworth, John Bryan The Flexibility Of The Homeric Formula

Hammer, The Iliad as politics: the performance of political thought

Haubold, Homer's people: epic poetry and social formation

Janko. Homer, Hesiod, and the Hymns

Kirk, G.S., The Songs of Homer

Latacz. Homer, hisart and his world, translated by Holoka

----- Troia und Homer (in English translation)

Lord, The Singer of Tales (pivotal account of oral poetry)

Lorimer, Homer and the monuments

MacCary, Childlike Achilles

Mackie, Talking Trojan: speech and community in the lliad

Martin, The Language of Heroes

Muellner, The anger of Achilles. menisin Greek epic

Nagy, The Best of the Achaeans. Concepts of the Hero in Archaic Greek Poetry
Nilsson, Homer and Mycenae

Page, History and the Homeric Iliad

Redfield, Nature and Culturein the lliad

Rubino and Shelmerdine (edd), Approaches to Homer

Seaford, Reciprocity and ritual: Homer and tragedy in the developing city-state
Shive, Naming Achilles (review by G. Nagy in Phoenix 42.4, (1988), p. 364)
Slatkin, The Power of Thetis: Allusion and Interpretation in the lliad

Taplin, Homeric Soundings (review at http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/1993/04.01.21.html)
Thalmann, Conventions of Form and Thought in Early Greek Thought and Poetry
Van Nortwick, Somewhere | Have Never Travelled. (Jungian analysis of epic)
Whitman, Homer and the Heroic Tradition

Wilson, Ransom, revenge, and heroic identity in the lliad (review at
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2003/2003-07-32.html)




Images.
http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/vatican.exhibit/exhibit/a-vatican _lib/images/vlib09.jpg (In Latin and Greek,

1477. Johannes Rossos wrote the Greek text and Bartolomeo San Vito the Latin of this codex of Homer's
"Iliad" and a companion version of the "Odyssey." The illustrations, by anorth Italian artist, draw on the
archaeological scholarship of Paduan antiquaries to represent the Greek and Trojan heroesin
convincingly rendered ancient armor and costumes (though the ship and tents in the middle of the Latin
page are clearly modern). Here we see the priest Chryses, rendered as an ancient pagan, spurned by
Agamemnon and avenged by the god Apollo, who shoots down the Greeks. Sadly, time or funds ran out,
and most later images in the series are either merely sketched in or entirely omitted. The illustrations
shown summarize Book | of the lliad. Vat. gr. 1626 fols. 1 verso-2 recto viib09 INT.54)
http://www.uark.edu/campus-resources/achilles/iliad/iliad.html
http://classics.uc.edu/~johnson/epic/iliadl.html

http://www.honors.umd.edu/HONR218C/images.html
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/french/blix/LitHumFall148/images iliad.htm
http://chs.harvard.edu/chs/manuscript_images

http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/h/homer_s iliad.asp
http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/iliad.html
http://web.ics.purdue.edu/~nkerns/worldlit/homer/iliadimages.htm
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/papyrus/records/4r.html

http://www.ml ahanas.de/Greeks/M ythol ogy/A mbrosianl liad.html

http://www.mahalo.com/The |liad

http://www.research.uky.edu/odyssey/summer08/iliad.html

Attendance Policy:

My policy isthat you attend class; two absences are alowed without grade penalty. If for some reason
you must miss class, let me know in advance, or if afterwards, bring documentation when you return to
class (e.g. doctor@ note) in order for the absence to be excused. Please do not cometo class if you are
contagious (especialy likely if you have fever). Y ou are responsible for making up any work missed in a
timely fashion. The mid-term cannot be made up. In most circumstances, skipping one class to do work
for another classis analogous to using one credit card to pay the bill for another: it meansyou arein
trouble and need to take another look at your time management. If youQre had a bad day and are
unprepared for class, come anyway, since staying away will only increase your difficulties. I® work with
you on catching up. If class has to be cancelled or postponed dueto

inclement weather, you should get details by calling the UNC-A

Snow Hotline at 259-6030.

Grading and Assignments:
Daily recitations, quizzes, oral work and class participation: 25%; Translation essay (take-home) and in-
class Mid-term: 25%; Research Paper/Project: 25% (more about this later); Final exam: 25%

Academic Honesty:

Plagiarism in any form (internet downloads, glancing at other people® work, copying from library
resources, media, etc) represents the antithesis of the spirit of academic inquiry. Plagiarism will result in
an automatic F in this course. See your UNC-Asheville Handbook.
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You tried your best and you failed miserably. The lesson is, never try.
— Homer Simpson

Another link between Homer and Linear B
Submitted by PASB'Will Bibee
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Special Needs:

If you have specific, diagnosed, individual learning needs that will require accommodations to complete
assignments, tests, or other course work please contact the Student Development Office at the beginning
of the semester. Also, please talk to me as soon as possible so we can work together to ensure that you
feel confident about your performance in this class. If you wait until the day of the first test or other major
assignment to talk to me, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to accommodate you.

Moodle:
Significant course materials are posted in Moodle. Y ou are responsible for being sure you can log on and

access appropriate class resources. Some readings, the course syllabus, grades, and other information will
be available there.

Email:

Email is usually the quickest and best way to contact me outside of class. | will reply assoon as| canto
your queries. Y our research paper must be submitted in both electronic and hard copy formats, so you
will need my email address for that: |holland@unca.edu or loraholland@gmail.com.




Weekly Syllabus and Line Assignments (subject to some changes):

Homer is arelatively easy author, once you get past the initial learning curve. Verbum sapienti: hard work
early on will pay rich dividends later. N.B. We will not always go over each assigned line in class, so
each student is responsible for his or her own understanding of the text and should consult me accordingly
with problems and questions during class, office hours or other times as arranged. | urge you to form
small study groups to read together. In addition, | will offer practice in reading the lliad aloud (in the
manner of my first Greek professor, the late Gareth Morgan) in my office for al who wish to joinin,
either to read or just to listen. We will discuss dates and times for this on the first day of class. | follow
the traditional method of referring to books of the Iliad by the capital letters of the 24 letters of the Greek
alphabet (Odyssey uses the small letters).

N.B. Thelines on this syllabus are subject to change. There will also be secondary literature reading
assignments made in class some weeks in addition to the line assignments given below. If you miss
class you are responsible for finding out about any additional assignments from me.

Week 1

Wednesday, Jan. 14: (Introduction to course; intro. to metrics; Homeric grammar, especially dual forms)
HW due Wed. Jan. 21: Iliad A, lines 1-42--be prepared to: read the Greek aloud; translate; or parse forms
as best you can at this early stageN you will improve! It is assumed that all students have read the Iliad in
English tranglation. If you have not done so, or if you need to reread it (Lombardo), the holiday weekend
isagood opportunity to take care of that. Y ou should also begin memorizing A 1-7 for recitation (oral
and written) later this semester.

Week 2 N
Monday, Jan. 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. HolidayN no class
Wednesday, Jan. 21: Go over A 1.42. HW due Mon. Jan. 26: A 43-100

Week 3

Monday, Jan. 26: Go over A 43-100; continue discussion of Homeric grammar and metrics
Wednesday, Jan. 28: Homeric Hero Cult presentation and discussion with Susan Ingram. HW due Mon.
Feb. 2: A 101-171

Week 4

Monday, Feb. 2: Schedule atime between now and class on Wed. to recite your memorized linesto mein
my office. Go over 101-147. HW for Wed. Feb. 4. reread A 148-171

Wednesday, Feb. 4: A (memorized written lines will be done in class today as a quiz). HW for Mon. Feb
9: A 172-244

Week 5
Monday, Feb. 9: Go over 172-222
Wednesday, Feb. 11: Go over 223-244. HW for Mon. Feb. 16: A 245-303

Week 6

Monday, Feb. 16: Go over 245-291; translation paper dueN |ate papers will have a grade penalty of one
letter grade per day late.

Wednesday, Feb. 18: Go over 292-303. HW for Mon. Feb. 23: Review A 1-303 for translation and
comment, English content of Iliad and your notes on Homeric Hero cult for essay, and metrics for
marking scansion of some hexameter lines for Mid-Term Exam. Bring Blue Book.




Week 7

Monday, Feb. 23: MID-TERM EXAM. Bring blue books (BY OBB). HW due Wed. Feb. 25: Choose 7-10
lines from the Iliad or the Odyssey to memorize; A 493-516. Y ou need to turn in your passage on Feb. 25
typed on a sheet of paper, with each line scanned by hand, followed by your own translation of the
passage you have selected and a brief statement of why you selected this passage.

Wednesday, Feb. 25: Discussion of the role of women in Homer. Go over A 493-516. HW due Mon. Mar.
9: A 517-611

Week 8
Monday, Mar. 2: SPRING BREAK
Wednesday, Mar. 4: SPRING BREAK

Week 9
Monday, Mar. 9: Go over 517-567; Discussion of Homeric gods.
Wednesday, Mar. 11: Go over 568-611. HW due Mon. Mar. 16: GE*EFEFa#- / ] bRcZ

Week 10
Monday, Mar. 16: Go over GENEREFaBi\) <9)).' - # "ML *%- #&- /' 2 *3<f§*+#
Wednesday, Mar. 18: Gb] bRcZ3HW due Mon. Mar. 23: E 274-448

Week 11
Monday, Mar. 23: Go over E 274-317. Discussion of Homeric warfare.
Wednesday, Mar. 25: Go over 318-448. HW due Mon. Mar. 30: P 818-867 and S 15-34 and 202-221

Week 12
Monday, Mar. 30: Go over P 818-867. Discussion of Homeric death and funeral rites
Wednesday, Apr. 1. Go over S 15-34 and 202-221. HW for Mon. Apr. 6: S c”] FFEZ#

Week 13

Monday, Apr. 6: Go over S ¢c*] R ca3biscussion of ecphrasis and the shield of Achilles. In class quiz to
write out your second memorized passage. M ake appointment this week to recite your passage orally.
Wednesday, Apr. 8: S \ cERFFEZBHW for Mon. Apr. 13: X 250-404

Week 14
Monday, Apr. 13: Go over X 250-330. Discussion of fathers and sonsin Homer.
Wednesday, Apr. 15: Go over X 331-404. HW for Mon. Apr. 20: V cZ"F[ E

Week 15
Monday, Apr. 20: Go over V cZ "H[ E
Wednesday, Apr. 22: Go over V ¢Z"HF[ EBDiscussion of redemption in Greek thought. HW: V ZZFR ac

Week 16

Monday, Apr. 27: Go over V ZZFR ac%Funeral of Hector (Ist half of class). Paper Presentations (15
min.).

Wednesday, Apr. 29: Paper Presentations.

Week 17: Monday May 4: Paper Presentations, if needed. Review for Exam.

FINAL EXAMINATION: Wednesday, May 6, 3-5:30pm. BYOBB.



